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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 385 Bridge Road 
Historic Name: Freeman A. & Laurena Collins House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1858-74 
Source: deeds, historic maps, censuses 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: Prince S. Harding, possible builder. 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage (attached) 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Dormers added to front and sides, early 20" c. 
Garage and breezeway added, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] ~~ yesL| Date: 
Acreage: 0.59 


Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18"- and 19"-century houses. More recently, large 
lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 
century dwellings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Freeman A. & Laurena Collins House is a one-story wood frame Cape Cod type single dwelling that appears to have 
originated on a site containing outbuildings associated with the housewright Prince S. Harding, who lived across the street at 
220 Bridge Road (EAS.56). However, although the outward appearance of the house is unusual, it could just as well have been 
designed that way by as the Collins home. The four-bay front (south) fagade is distinguished by an off-center entrance with a 
trabeated architrave but no other pronounced Greek revival features, such as corner pilasters and eave-line frieze board. Both 
gable ends have two windows on the main floor, indicating the presence of separate rooms, and while the west end has two 
windows centered in the upper story flanked by smaller ones under the eaves, the east end has only the two large ones. From 
the exterior, the square plan seems to have rooms in the corners with an entrance lobby in the front. There is a center chimney 
with dimensions associating it with stove heating. A gabled dormer with two windows was added to the south side of the front 
roof in the 20" century. An exceptionally long, one-story cross-gable wing on the rear may have had an earlier purpose 
associated with the building trade. It has a chimney on the ridge that positions a kitchen in the front and secondary rooms in the 
rear. The wing has an entrance on the south side, which is recessed behind the south gable end of the house in a conventional 
manner. Overall fenestration in the wing is varied. A one-story wood-frame two-car garage with a front-gable roof was 
constructed in ca. 2000 and attached to the rear wing of the house by a breezeway. (The photo on the 1995 MHC Building Form 
shows a small domestic barn in this location. 


The house is situated on a small half-acre lot in the midst of a lawn bordered by trees. A driveway enters a tongue of land from 
the road and runs to the garage in the northwest corner of house. Its east gable end faces the street. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Local historians have not determined when Bridge Road was laid out between King’s Highway and Rock Harbor, but some form 
of the road was probably in place from the mid-seventeenth century, and it appears on the 1795 Josiah Rogers map of the town. 
Rock Harbor in Orleans was a significant port in the packet trade to and from Boston, Salem, Maine, and the Canadian maritime 
provinces, and the shore west of where Bridge Road takes its turn to the north was the site of numerous saltworks until the mid- 
1800s. When the salt industry disappeared after 1840, houses to process and store fish taken in weirs in Cape Cod Bay 
replaced them. The northern part of the road was created in 1837, when the first bridge from which the road took its name was 
built over Boat Meadow Creek. The road connected with Samoset Road and at last connected Rock Harbor to Eastham center. 


The house numbered 385 Bridge Road was built on land owned by the family of Prince Smith Harding (1798-1873), who lived at 
220 Bridge Road and owned land on both sides of the road. Three years after his death, in 1873, his son Henry K. Harding 
(1829-92), a wheelwright and menhaden oil manufacturer, sold three acres on the west side of Bridge Road and the buildings 
upon it—except a carpenter's shop, possibly his late father’s—to mariner Freeman A. Collins for $700.' A house appears on the 
site on the 1880 town map associated with Collins. 


Born in 1852, probably in North Eastham, Freeman A. Collins was the son of mariner Thomas Collins and his wife Louisa Horton 
Collins. In 1873 he served as a cook on the Boston-based schooner Nellie C. Paine, then running between Salem, New 
Brunswick, and Baltimore. In January 1874 Collins married Orleans native Laurena Smith, and by 1880 the census lists him just 
after Abner and Lucy Freeman at 225 Bridge Road in a household with his wife, their infant daughter Sadie, and a boarder. In 
the early 1890s Collins began a meat and provision business carried on at least in part by cart, and in this trade, he was well 
known in both Eastham and Orleans. He also served the town as collector of taxes, school committee members, and selectman 
in the 1890s. 


In 1900 Freeman Collins’s Bridge Road household consisted of his wife and their children Eva L., Raymond, and Harry 
Winthrop, born between 1884 and 1891. Only Raymond had left the household by 1910. In March 1919 Freeman Collins died 
suddenly, and two months later his daughter Eva married Maine native Loring T. Poole, a marine engineer, and moved with her 
mother and husband to Somerville. Laurena Smith Collins died in that city in April 1923.2 


' Henry K. Harding to Freeman A. Collins, 5 February 1876, BCD 172:54 
2 “Freeman A. Collins,” Yarmouth Register, 8 March 1919, 5; ibid., 5 May 1923, 5. 
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The year before she died Laurena Collins deeded the Bridge Road house and eight acres to her son Harry.? He had already 
been farming the property and was listed there as a truck farmer, along with his wife Eleanor B. Gill Collins, in the 1920 census. 
The couple had a son, Robert, in 1922. By 1940 Harry Collins and his son lived on Bridge Road with Orleans native Alice 
Freeman, their housekeeper, and her mother Abigail; Harry’s wife Eleanor was living and working the home of Annie F. Knowles 
of Orleans. They must have divorced by 1948, for in that year Harry Collins married Alice Freeman. 


Harry Collins was a farmer of such note that his crops were sometimes cited in Cape newspapers, including his “monster 
carrots” in 1914. In 1951 the Yarmouth Register noted that he had worked by moonlight putting in his several acres of turnips. 
During the Eastham tercentenary in 1950 he was in the cast for the pageant and on the supper committee; the Yarmouth 
Register noted that “his suppers were always popular during the harvest season and everyone liked the musk melons raised on 
his farm.” But Collins was too ill that year to serve on the committee, and by the early November turnip harvest he was 
hospitalized; members of the Old Fellows and Nauset Grange harvested the crop for him one Sunday, and the Grange women 
served the workers a noontime quahog chowder at the town hall. Collins died at the county sanatorium on 6 December 1951.4 


Alice Freeman Collins owned 385 Bridge Road until 1964, when she sold it and several other family tracts to Edmund B. and 
Harriet B. Burke of Orleans.®° Four years later the Burkes sold the property to Byron and Joan Williams, who in turn sold it in 
1926 to David L. and Eugenie M. White of Worcester. The Whites were the owners of record in 2020. 
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